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Away in the Manger

WELCOME

God, we bring to You our grief - our own and the
grief of others in the world. Although we may
know You are with us as much in the dark as in
the light, we admit we often feel left in the
dark - alone, angry and fearful. Remind us
tonight as You have reminded all people through
all ages that You are Emmanuel, God-with-us. You
join us and continue loving us in our loneliness,
anger and fear. May we allow You to be with us,
to be our Provider, Healer, Comforter and Friend
in the darkest of times. Amen.

MUSICAL MEDITATION: Refugee

Voices from Scripture
Psalm 42:3

Psalm 42:5
Lamentations 3:17-18
Lamentations 3:21-24
Mark 15:33-35

John 14:25-28

John 16:33
Revelation 21:4

DARKNESS & LIGHT

The Longest Night

TOGETHER IN THE DARK

0 Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Nature and mystery join and invite us to recognize
our hopeful longing for the return of the sun and
birth of the Word made flesh. The days grow shorter and
. colder and the nights long. Try as we may, we cannot
P> fully dismiss the fundamental feelings that lie deep
at our roots, a mixture of feelings dark and sweet.
g -Gertrud Mueller Nelson, To Dance with God

I'm not keeping one bit of this quiet, I'm
laying it all out on the table; my complaining
to high heaven is bitter, but honest.

-Job 7:11

Faith includes noticing the mess, the
emptiness and discomfort, and letting it
be there until some light returns.

-Anne Lamott

Wait for hope to appear.
-Lamentations 3:29 But when tragedy,

l depression, or
loneliness steals

your joy, you can
almost resent the
hope that others
have...It can be
comforting to rely
on the one who
gives us hope, even
when the light of
hope doesn't seem
to penetrate our
temporary darkness
-Devotions for
Advent,

Mosaic Holy

Bible

Though I sit in darkness,
the Lord is my light
-Micah 7:8

No one ever told me that grief
felt so like fear.
-C.S. Lewis

...remember you have a divine light
within you that will never go out.
-Joyce Rupp
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